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WHEN  (Mrs.  Abraham 
went  to  Washington  as 

of  the  White  House  she 

stranger  to  the  capital  city.  Per- 
haps had  sho  been  she  would 
have  shrunk  more  than  she  did 
from  occupying  that  lofty  place 
at  a time  when  the  war  cloud  hung  black 
over  the  nation  anu  only  a few  discerning 
eyes— her  own  husband's  the  clearest  and 
most  farseelng— could  foretell  when  It 
would  bo  scattered  by  the  shaft  of  peace. 
But  during  Mr.  Lincoln's  single  term  of 
service  In  Congress  Mrs.  Lincoln  had  large- 
ly Increased  the  horizon  of  her  social  ob- 
servation and  no  doubt  extended  tho 
bounds  of  her  ambition.  From  that  taste 
of  the  delights,  the  excitement,  the  In- 
trigue, even  the  extravagances  and  dan- 
gers of  Washington  existence  her  appetite 
had  grown.  Springfield  was  already  too 


Lincoln 

mistress 


love  of  tho  theatre,  always  strong,  rose  to 
Its  greatest  height,  and  sho  began  to  make 
tho  acquaintance  of  actresses  who  visited 
Washington  and  to  honor  them  with  Invi- 
tations to  tho  White  House. 

Truly,  tho  women  of  the  stage  whom  sho 
affected  were  tho  best  of  their  class  and 
able  to  offer  In  return  fresh  Ideas  and 
broad  interests.  They  were  Miss  Laura. 


Chase,  and  their  union  was  bound  to  bo 
I short  lived.  But  while  It  lasted  Mrs.  Lln- 
icoln  tasted  some  of  the  fruit  of  popularity 
and  power  so  grateful  to  her  palate.  When 
lit  dissolved  her  unpopularity  grew  apace. 

' Mrs.  Lincoln's  characteristics  wore  quick 
excitability  and  restlessness;  her  manner 
was  too  animated,  her  laugh  too  frequent. 

I Kato  Chase  spoke  fluently  and  gracefully, 
but  always  with  perfect  calm,  tjho  was  a 
born  woman  of  the  world  with  an  air  of 
sincerity  which  greatly  added  to  her 
charm,  and  this  charm  was  exercised  on 
women  as  well  ns  men. 

None  of  tho  portraits  of  Miss  Chase, 
beautiful  ns  they  wero,  ever  did  ljer  com- 
plete Justlco.  Her  complexion  was  marvel- 
lously delicate,  her  lino  features  seeming 
to  bo  cut  out  of 'beautifully  tinted  bisque. 
Tho  eyes,  bright,  soft,  sweet,  wero  of  an 
exquisite  blue,  nnd  her  hair  a wonderful 
color  like  tho  ripo  corn  tassel  in  full  sun- 
light. H$r  teeth  were  perfect,  her  figure 
was  remarkably  graceful  nnd  tho  poets  of 
that  day,  and  indeed  of  a much  later  day, 
bang  tho  turn  of  her  beautiful  neck  and 
tho  regnl  carriage  of  her  head.  Tho  war 
timo  habiliments  manage  to  hide  much  of 

From  her  teens  this  girl  lVad  been 
Initiated  Into  political  questions,  for  which 
Ser  calm  and  thoughtful  nature  well  fitted 
her.  She  was  ambitious  for  hor  father, 
snd.  when  six  months  before  the  campaign 
of  1864  she  realized  that  neither  party 
would  nominate  him  for  President,  she 
lumed  her  energotio  mind  to  tho  formation 
of  plans  and  Intrigues  to  obtain  for  him 
tho  nomination  In  186S,  His  acceptance  of 
mo  Chief  Justiceship  tendered  by  Lincoln 
was  a bitter  disappointment  to  her. 

In  politics  Mrs.  Lincoln's  Influence  might 
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...... congress 

houso  and  for  a reception 


those  days,  when 
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put  on  coquettish  red  morocco  slippers 
trimmed  with  black  lace,  there  came  to 
Washington  a period  of  what  Mrs.  Lincoln 
called  "court  mourning."  It  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  her  son.  and  this 
private  calamity  proved  an  omen  of  tho 
loss  of  many  sons  to  many  mothers.  In 
tho  universal  mourning  tho  cessation  of 
gayetlcs  at  the  White  House  was  to  be 
-• — ««  »ar  as  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  per-l 
erned.  But  before  tho  dread! 
war  and  assassination  had M 
Joy  of  the  nation  the  life  oil 
airs,  uiivuiu  In  tho  White  House  had  bc-« 
come  utterly  monotonous  and  wearisome.. 
Life  and  Sunshine. 

At  first  oil  had  seemed  delightful;  »"  1 
had  conquered,  as  she  thought,  V 1 
haughty  prejudices  of  tho  highest  Wad  1 
lnglon  society:  the  idiosyncrasies  of  h\  ' 
great  husband  she  had  burled  in  the  bacKV 
ground.  In  fact,  she  saw  him  the  centra 
and  idol  of  every  social  group  ho  oncoun-\ 


he  stepped  down  from  the  pedestal  of  a 
on  occaslon  and  took  up  the 
puffball  of  repartee  and  anecdote. 

But  to  a mind  gifted  with  less  percep- 
tiye  power  than  Mrs.  Lincoln's  the  soclnl 
situation  In  Washington  at  the  time  of 
tho  campaign  made  by  tho  republican 
party,  with  "Honest  Old  Abo"  for  stand- 
ard bearer,  could  hardly  have  proved  at- 
tractive. Putting  aside  the  more  serious 
aspect,  a brilllnnt,  even  a great  character, 
was  required  in  the  woman  who  should 
go  in  and  attempt  to  rule  over  olemonts 
Which  wero  rapidly  disintegrating. 

A Clique  of  Arlstocra.y. 

The  Southern  women  had  long  controlled 
tho  society  of  Washington.  With  their 
natural  and  acquired  graces,  with  their 
Inherited  taste  and  ability  in  social  af- 
fairs, It  was  natural  that  tho  reins  ha/1 
fallen  to  Vhem.  They  represented  a clique 
of  aristocracy;  they  wero  recognized  lead- 
ers, Who  could  afford  to  smile  good  na- 
turedly  at  tho  awkward  and  perplexed  at- 
tempts of  the  women  from  the  North  and 
West—' '“Mrs.  Scnntor  This,"  "Mrs.  Con- 
gressman That"— to  thread  the  Ins  and 
outs  of  Washington's  .social  labyrinth. 

Not  all  of  these  women  wero  sympa- 
thizers in  the  cauBO  of  the  South.  Many 
who  wore  found  It  expedient  to  conceal 
their  sympathy,  and  to  none  of  them  was 
the  thought  pleasant  of  giving  up  what- 
ever of  social  dominion  she  had  acquired. 

Into  this  milieu,  composed  of  jealousies, 
animosities,  positive  rancors,  went  Mrs. 
Lincoln  to  set  up  her  republican  court. 
Her  task  was  hardly  less  difficult  than 
the  vast  and  awo  Inspiring  work  of  her 
husband,  nnd  considering  what  tempera- 
ment she  brought  to  Its  fulfilment  it  Is  no 
marvel  that  she  did  not  wholly  succeed. 

There  may  come  a time  when  an  Impar- 
tial collector  of  the  small  things  of  history 
will  turn  his  attention  to  the  years  when 
Mrs.  Lincoln  reigned  ns  mistress  of  the 
White  Houso  and  In  his  definition  of  her 
troubles  nnd  difficulties  will  clear  her 
memory  of  much  of  tho  soto  voce  criti- 
cism with  which  It  was  then  treated  In 
the  goncral  mind.  She  was  regarded  as  a 
woman  of  volatile  tendencies,  often  unap- 
preciated by  those  about  her  who  did  not 
know  how  good  a wlfo  and  mother  she  had 
i been. 

{Exaggerated  Actuation.  1 

1 Sho  has  been  held  up  to  scorn  for  her  ex- 
travagances and  blamed  for  having  orig- 
inated In  Washington  the  love  of  dress. 
Hn  all  Its  counts  the  accusation  has  been 
■reatly  exaggerated.  On  tho  least  of  them 


nearly  all  of  them,  If  not  Southerners,  had 
strong  Southern  affiliations.  Mrs.  John  J. 
Crittenden,  a beautiful  Kentucky  girl, 
married  to  a man  who  had  been  Senator 
In  1817  and  Attorney  General  In  “Tippe- 
canoe" Harrison's  Cabinet;  Miss  Myra 
Clark,  tho  daughter  of  a long  nncestry  of 
proud  ond  wealthy  slaveholders,  tho  Lex- 
ington hello  who  afterword  became  tho 
wlfo  of  General  John  Morgan;  Mrs.  George 
B.  McClellan,  Mrs.  Maunsel  B.  Flold,  of 
New  York;  Mrs.  John  E.  Allen,  who  had  a 
face  made  "for  any  part  sho  was  expected 


has  weighed  heaviest  against  her— it  seems 
to  be  quite  untrue.  Sho  certainly  liked 
dress  and  ehoso  In  tho  manifestation  of 
her  taste  duraiblo  magnificence,  but  Judged 
by  our  modern  standard  her  dross  was  te- 
markably  simple.  /At  tho  sale  of  her  ef- 
fects in  New  York  tho  same  opinion  was 


calamities 


for  a star  of  her  court.  It  was  for  a brief 
season,  for  tho  "Little  Giant"  had  almost 
reached  his  closing  days.  This  mild  and 
beautiful  creature  was  accounted  the  belle 
of  tho  White  Houso  receptions.  To  the 
republican  women  this  gave  offence,  and 
since  there  were  no  longer  "Douglas  dem- 
ocrats," no  favor  was  curried  with  tho  op- 
position. In  this  choice,  ns  In  every  other, 

Mrs.  Lincoln  was  moved  only  by  her  Im- 
pulses. Theso  begun. to  sway  her  with  the 
changefulness  of  fever.  She  mudo  "dear- 
est friends"  nnd  kept  them  for  a week, 
then  cards  to  ovon  semi-public  entertain- 
ments at  the  White  Houso  were  no  longer 
sent  to  them.  The  Impression  was  not  long 
In  prevailing  In  Washington  that  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln was  "errntlc,"  when  in  reality  she 
wa3  simply  puzzled.  “Dearest  friends"  as 
soon  becamo  beggars  of  favors  of  nil 
kinds. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  Mrs.  Lincoln's  had 


Among  the  ladles  of  the  Cabinet  the 
President's  wife  found  no  one  to  assist 
her.  They  were  mostly  strangers  to  Wash- 
ington with  spirits  bowed  down  by  the 
impending  woo  of  the  nation.  Their  duties 
of  reception  giving  nnd  attending  wero  per- 
formed timidly  and  nervously.  No  one  of 
thorn  appealed  to  her  and  to  no  one  did 
Mrs.  Lincoln  reveal  her  perplexities.  Li- 
ter in  Mrs.  Fessenden  tho  President's  wife 
found  a strong  spirit  on  whom  sho  could 
lean,  but  this  was  shortly  before  the  terri- 
ble ovont  which  marked  her  life  and  too 
late  for  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  take  advantage  of 
her  friendship. 

At  tho  beginning,  then,  the  President's 
wlfo  surrounded  hersolf  with  women 
whom  she  had  hoard  praised  for  their 
brilliancy  nnd  seen  courted  "Tor  their  beau- 
ty. Severnl  of  theso  werft  not  even  politi- 
cally attached  to  tho  administration,  and 


